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Today, thanks to the leadership of Con-

gressman DAVID DREIER, the House task force
on committee review has developed a plan to
make improvements to the way our committee
system works. For the past year we have
studied what changes need to be made in
order to streamline and improve the committee
process.

As a member of that task force, I focused
on developing the proposal that will get the
House wired for the 21st century. Today, I am
introducing a resolution that changes the
House rules so committee documents will be
available over the Internet.

It’s time to make Congress a little more user
friendly. As more and more people go to the
net to get information, we need to make it as
easy as possible for our constituents to find
our what Congress is doing.

We’ve been doing things the same way for
over 40 years and last year this new Congress
finally realized that a new approach was need-
ed. The committee reforms that have been
proposed will help in our continued efforts to
change the way Congress is run.

This proposal will amend the rules govern-
ing House committees to help make the at-
tached committee documents available elec-
tronically to the public by January 3, 1997. In
addition, the resolution calls for the establish-
ment of a central electronic data base for offi-
cial documents and the implementation of
standards that provide guidance to committees
to help make information public.

Rule changes are needed because most
bills and reports are printed on paper and filed
manually with the Clerk of the House. In many
instances, this prohibits people from having
the chance to look at the bill before it is voted
on in committee. Under this resolution, we can
help improve public access to Congress by
putting more information on the Internet.

Getting Congress on-line has been, and will
continue to be, an on-going project. Through
this resolution and the educational efforts of
the Internet Caucus, we are going to keep the
pressure on to make sure that Congress finds
its way through cyberspace.
f

TRIBUTE TO LYNETTE WIGINGTON

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 16, 1996

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Lynette Wigington, a resident from
Mattituck, NY, on winning first place in the
long jump at the prestigious Penn Relays that
took place on April 26, 1996. Lynette
Wigington, a 17-year-old senior from Mattituck
High School, won with a jump of 19 feet and
5 inches. This mark was only 7 inches short
of the 20 feet necessary to qualify for the
Olympic Trials.

At the young age of 17, Lynette already has
distinguished herself as a champion in track
and field. In March, she won the National In-
door Scholastic Championships with a leap of
20 feet and 5 inches. Lynette’s dedication to
the sport was recently tested, but she proved
to her community that she is a true contender.
After the Penn Relays, Lynette sustained a
painful hamstring injury that should have
stopped her. But, Lynette is virtually
unstoppable. In spite of her injury, she will be

competing in the National Outdoor Junior
Track and Field Championships in Ohio.

I would like to wish this fine athlete good
luck in her future endeavors.
f

AN INNOVATOR, PHILANTHROPIST,
HERO

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG
OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a special person—Alex
Manoogian—who passed away last week.
America has not only lost a kind benefactor
and gentle heart, it has lost a talented inventor
and a perfect model of the American dream.

A penniless Armenian immigrant who came
to America in 1924, Manoogian was a busi-
ness leader from the start. He founded the
Masco Corp. in 1926 producing parts for the
auto industry. In the 1950’s, Manoogian revo-
lutionized the plumbing fixture industry with his
innovations—particularly the renowned Delta
faucet.

While his wealth exploded with each suc-
cess, Manoogian never forgot the less fortu-
nate and his Armenian people. Manoogian do-
nated more than $90 million to charity and
education in his lifetime. His enduring gift to
Detroit is the Manoogian mansion, the official
mayoral residence, which he donated to the
city in 1966.

He was a father figure to metro Detroit’s
40,000-strong Armenian-American community
and has served as an example to Armenians
throughout the world. He served as inter-
national president of the Armenian General
Benevolent Union for 36 years. For his hard
work, leadership, and generosity, the Arme-
nian Government recently awarded Manoogian
its National Hero Medal.

His name has been bestowed on numerous
buildings at local universities and his endow-
ments have helped create an Armenian stud-
ies program at the University of Michigan. He
also has a senior citizen home named for him
in my district in Livonia.

It was an honor to know such a great man.
He was a generous man with a kind heart. He
was truly an example of the American dream.
He fled chaos and tyranny in post-World War
I Turkey, immigrated to America, and pursued
his dream. He succeeded and never forgot his
heritage.

Alex Manoogian was a good friend to all he
knew and those he didn’t know, but could
help. He will be missed but his legacy and
spirit will remain ingrained in our souls forever.
f

DEPARTURE OF LINCOLN UNIVER-
SITY PRESIDENT WENDELL RAY-
BURN

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, today I pay
tribute to Wendell Rayburn, president of Lin-
coln University, who will be leaving after 801⁄2
years of service. A leader in education in our
State, President Rayburn has also been active

in the community of Jefferson City. His most
important achievement has been his commit-
ment to greater stress on scholarship and aca-
demics. President Rayburn successfully led
Lincoln University from its budget deficit and
put it on a solid fiscal basis.

Further, his leadership led to new construc-
tion and higher level of maintenance. Dor-
mitories were renovated and a new library was
completed. Also he introduced new technology
into the classroom. Wendell Rayburn’s leader-
ship and commitment to excellence will be
missed.

f

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1997

SPEECH OF

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3755) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1997, and for other pur-
poses,:

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
speak in opposition to the Lowey amendment
to cut rural health care and increase funding
for what amounts to gun control advocacy by
the Centers for Disease Control. I have two
objections to the amendment.

First, the amendment would cut $2.6 million
from area health education centers. These
funds help train medical personnel for rural
areas and small communities which do not
have adequate health care. It is hard for many
small communities to attract doctors and
nurses, and I oppose this amendment to re-
duce support for rural health care.

Second, I strongly object to increasing fund-
ing for the National Center for Injury Preven-
tion and Control. I am concerned about re-
ports that NCIPC research into firearms inju-
ries has been compromised by political advo-
cacy for gun control. For example, NCIPC
paid for a newsletter urging recipients to ‘‘put
gun control on the agenda of your civic or pro-
fessional organization * * * or organize a
picket at gun manufacturing sites.’’ It is inap-
propriate for any federally funded scientific re-
search program to engage in even the appear-
ance of political activity. Such activity com-
promises the credibility of all scientific re-
search.

I support language in this bill that states
‘‘None of the funds made available for injury
prevention and control at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention may be used to
advocate or promote gun control.’’

The right of self-defense is an important
right and is frequently used. Guns are used for
defensive purposes more than a million times
each year, not even counting their use by po-
lice. If government does not protect you and
your property from crime, you should not be
deprived of the opportunity to protect yourself.

With respect to the constitutional arguments
about gun control, I think that the Founding


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-21T12:13:38-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




